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LITERATURE OF MODERN LANGUAGE METHODOLOGY 
IN AMERICA FOR 1918 

(7th year) 

By Carl A. Krause 

(Concluded from October Number) 



Hispania 

65. DowLiNG, Margaret C. — The Organization of High School 

Work in Spanish. 1: 1. February, pp. 19-25. 

After considerable experience with a four-year 
course in Spanish, Miss D. concludes that a 
flexible program best meets the needs of the 
individual students and assures thoroughness of 
work. 

66. CoESTER, Alfred — Periodicals in Spanish Available for the 

Classroom. 1 : 26-30, February. 

An enumeration of suitable magazines and 
journals both American and European with 
brief, useful epitomes. 

(The Reviews and especially the Bibliographies 
of Hispania are noteworthy. No teacher of 
Spanish can afford to be without them.) 
66. Allen, Matilda — How I Teach First-Year Spanish. 1: 2. 
May, pp. 86-88. 

An account of personal method of procedure in 
a small Western high school. 

(America Castro's instructive article on 'La 
Pasiva Refleja en Espanol' is not included here 
as the author is not a teacher in America, nor an 
American, and as the subject is not strictly 
methodological.) 
68. WiLKiNS, Lawrence A. — Spanish as a Substitute for German 
for Training and Culture. 1: 4, December, pp. 
205-21. 

This paper lacks the broad, tolerant attitude 
which a modern language teacher should have. 
The article itself is in its essentials a repetition of 
Ws former writings, cf. Spanish in the High 
Schools, p. 228 et seq.; p. 208 et seq.; p. 16 et seq., 
which are copied verbatim; cf. No. 112. 
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69. ' Wilson, Ruth — Notes on Club Work in Elementary Year. 1 : 
222-28, December. 

Interesting and instructive suggestions for 
Spanish school clubs as to the following activi- 
ties: dramatic, musical, correspondence, and 
'picture' books. 

70. Day, Isabella M. — Devices and Accessory Aids in the First 

Year of Spanish, 1: 229-34, December. 

Submits some excellent schemes based upon 
her own experience. 

71. FernAndez, Gracia L. — Club Work in the Elementary Year 

in High School, 1 : 235-39, December. 

Abounds in good advice. We feel, however, as 
Miss F. herself does, that club activities in a for- 
eign language have their proper and most fertile 
place in the third and fourth year of the school 
course. 

72. Kelley, Catherine C. — Creating a Spanish Atmosphere in 

the Classroom. 1: 240-42, December. 
The third paper on the same topic, read before the 
N. E. A. Modern Language Conference in 1918. 
Hence to say something really new is, indeed, 
to use an oxymoron: diflcil facilidad. 

Bulletin of High Points 
In the Teaching of Modern Lauguges in the High Schools of New York 
City. 

73. WiLKiNS, Lawrence A. — Concerning Memory Work; with a 

Notable Speech in French to be Memorized. II: 
1, January, pp. 1-4. 

Memory is analyzed, and the function of 
mnemonic work is well stated. 

74. Sherwell, Guillermo A. — Differences between Spanish and 

Spanish- American Usages in Language and Pro- 
nunciation. II: 1, January, pp. 7-13 (not pagi- 
nated). 

Pertinent, instructive. Urges the teaching of 
Castilian pronunciation. 

75. WiLKiNS, Lawrence A. — The American and the Foreign 

Teacher of Foreign Languages. II, 2, February, 
pp. 1-4. 

Both types are needed in our schools as our 
problems are considerably different from those in 
homogeneous European countries. 

76. Wendell, Mary G. — Foreign Language Values; Helping 

the Pupil to see them. February, pp. 21-24. 
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While not novel, Miss W. presents well some 
solutions for some of our difficulties. 

77. WiLKiNS, Lawrence A. — Pedagogics and Culture. — II: 3, 

March, pp. 1-4. 

The writer contradicts himself since culture 
and scholarship should be basic, with pedagogics 
as an important adjunct. 

78. Idem — Wastage in Modern Language Instruction. II: 4, 

April, pp. 1-6. 

To be sure, there is a high mortality in our 
field but likewise, e.g., in Mathematics. Indeed, 
scientific tests of measurement in foreign language 
ability are sorely needed. Cf. No. 59, and 
M.L.J., October, 1917, p. 27, No. 45. 

79. Idem — Why Teach German in the High Schools? II: 5, May, 

pp. 1-7. 

This editorial again proves W's lack of catho- 
licity. Once more the writer contradicts himself, 
as in all former utterances he has shown himself 
not unfriendly to German. 

80. Idem — Spanish Pronunciation. II: 6, June, pp. 4-15. 

Offers some good hints. Again, however, a 
contradiction: W. does not believe in scientific 
phonetics, but believes in 'practical' phonetics, 
by which he means the use of the mirror, the 
vowel triangle, and sketches on the board of the 
position of the vocal organs. Yet are not the last 
two aids 'scientific?' For French, he even con- 
demns phonetic symbols. Cf. M.L. Bulletin of 
Philadelphia , 1 : 1 . 

8 1 . Idem — Interest as a Factor in Language Work. II : 8, October, 

pp. 1-5. 

Interest begets effort, which results in success. 
The multiple sense appeal must never be for- 
gotten. 

82. Idem — Concerning Translation. II: 9, November, pp. 1-4. 

The writer's position is tenable as he wishes to 
avoid translation at the beginning of the course 
and aims eventually to make it unnecessary. 

[The Bulletin of High Points ceases with this 
number after 16 issues for 1917-18.] 

Bulletin of the High School Teachers' Association of New York City 

83. Canfield, Dorothy — Observation on French Schools. No. 

68, January, pp. 1-12. 

Considers the French schools superior to ours 
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as they have avoided some of our serious mistakes, 
such as huge organization, terrific waste, etc. 

84. Talbot, Winthrop — The Imperial Plan in German Schooling. 

68: 13-20. 

Republished from The Century Magazine, 
with an introduction by John Dewey. 

85. Denbigh, John H. The Schools in War Time and After- 

wards. No. 69, June, pp. 1-13. 

Calls the real crux of the matter the proper 
place and scope cf foreign languages in secondary 
schools. 

Bulletin of the Wisconsin Association of Modern Foreign Language 

Teachers 

86. Johnson, Laura B. — The Use of Translation in a High- 

School Modern Language Course. No. 8, Febru- 
ary, pp. 2-3. Recommends a judicious use of 
translation. 

87. Kenngott K.—The Abuse of Translation in Modern Language 

Instruction, 8 : 3-4. 

Considers translation inimical to the creation 
of Sprachgefiihl. 

[This little Bulletin has also ceased publi- 
cation.] 

The Bulletin of the New England Modern Language Association 

88. Downer, Charles A. — High-pressure Methods of Teaching 

French to Soldiers. Vol. VIII, May, pp. 3-15. 

'Teach a little; but make it stick.' — Agrees 
with McKenzie, No. 10, that the teaching of 
pronunciation is the weakest spot. Cf . No. 8. 

89. Ford, J. D. M. — Spanish as a Subject for Entrance to College. 

8: 16-18. 

While an enthusiastic Hispanist, he is 'a foe 
to those who would arbitrarily displace French 
or German in its favor.' 

90. LuQuiENS, Frederick Bliss — Spanish as a College Substi- 

tute for French or German, 8: 18-22. 

Justly clamors for full recognition of Spanish 
in Colleges. 

91. Stroebe, Lilian L. — The Summer Schools as a War-time 

Substitute for Study Abroad, 8: 23-42. 
The writer has had charge of one of the most 
successful summer schools in this country for a 
number of years. So she speaks authoritatively 
when she stresses isolation, concentration, and 
coordination as indispensable factors. 
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The Classical Journal 

92. Painter, George S. — Tke Problem of Language Study. 

13: 9, June, pp. 629-43. 

Is convinced that Latin and German are 
preeminently the languages that should be 
required of all students in the high schools. 

Publications of the Modern Language Association of America 

93. Oliver, Thomas Edward — The Menace to our Ideals. Vol. 

XXIII, No. 1, March, pp. LXXXIX-CXV. 

The chairman's address before the Central 
Division of the M.L.A.A. 

Another Romanist has uttered here golden 
words of right professional and civic attitude. 
In treating the World War and the modern 
language teacher's position, he fervently upholds 
justice for all great cultural languages. 

The Modern Language Bulletin of Philadelphia 

94. Reibstein, Benjamin — Classroom Helps. I: 1, September, 

pp. 7-8 (not numbered). 

The formation of the Spanish Subjunctive is 
discussed. (The reviewer has found this modest 
publication a veritable mine of useful information.) 

95. Hudson, Margaret — Vocabulary-Building in French. 1: 

2, November, pp. 4-7. 

Abounds in sensible, practical hints. 

96. Cole, Anna Lewis — Class-Room Helps. 1 : 2, pp. 8-9. 

A list of good novels in English, dealing 
with different periods of French history for home- 
reading. 

Bulletin de la Maison Franqaise de Columbia University 

97. Cestre, Charles — Living Criticism. I: 4, July-October, 

pp. 25-28. 

The sub- title foreshadows the context: A plea 
for 'literary commentary upon a text.' The 
sketch gives a good idea of the French method of 
studying the text of modern writers. 

98. Wendell, Barrett — What France Can Teach Us. I: 5, 

November-December, pp. 33-35. 

'France can give us the living humanism of the 
present and of the future.' 



82 MODERN LANGUAGE JOURNAL 

Bostonia 

Quarterly published by Boston University 
99. Waxman, Samuel M.— After Spanish— What} Vol. XIX, 
No. 2, September, pp. 33-40. 

Is practically identical with the writer's 
'Jeremiad on Modern Language Teaching.' Cf. 
M.L.J. December, 1918, and October, 1918, p. 
24, No. 28. 

The whole presentation is scarcely compli- 
mentary to the teaching of Spanish. 

University of Illinois Bulletin 

Proceedings of the H. S. Conference of November, 1918 

100. Fitzgerald, John D. — Report of the Inter-Locking Committee 
on the Coordination of Language Study in the 
High Schools of the State of Illinois. 

Vol. XVI, No. 12, November 18, pp. 40-49. 

The committee made three distinct recom- 
mendations that will be acted upon next year; 
cf. Uispania, May, 1919. 
100. Greerson, Wm. a. Coordination of the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages and of English in the High Schools. 
XVI: 12, pp. 52-57. 

'Foreign languages' is synonymous here with 
Latin. Just touches upon modern languages in 
his conclusion. 

102. Owen, Wm. B. — The Place of German in Our High Schools 

after the War, 12:235-37. 

America cannot dispense with a knowledge of 
the German language. Establishes two funda- 
mental principles for its teachings: the removal 
of propaganda and the need of dealing with 
modern thought. 

103. Moore, Olin H. — The Place of Italian in the High School. 

12: 238-42. 

Is republished in M.L.J. , March, 1919. 

Feels that the teaching of Italian should be 
encouraged in our high schools for commercial, 
scientific, linguistic, and literary reasons. 

Italy-Today 

104. Downer, Charles A. — Italian as a Universal Language. 

Vol. I, No. 2, September 15, pp. 3-5. A Fort- 
nightly Bulletin, published at 501 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 
Dwells especially upon the unique phonetic 
structure of Italian and upon its euphony. Hopes 
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for an increase of the study of Italian in the United 
States. 

(G. T. Plunkett is agitating this study in 
England for the same reasons that D. advances. 
Cf. Modern Language Teaclting. London, vol. 
14, 1, pp. 6-7; and 14: 3, pp. 83-85.) 

II Carrocio 

105. WiLKiNS, Ernest H. — The Place of Italian in the American 

Educational System. Vol. VIII, No. 3, September, 
pp. 221-23.— 'The Italian Review,' 150 Nassau 
St.,N.Y. 

This is the concluding portion of the speaker's 
address before the N.E.A. Convention, 1918. 

Wants to see Italian assume its rightful place 
in our education 'in the name of wisdom and in 
the name of loyalty.' 

The same subject is treated more fully by W. 
in The Bulletin of the New England Mod. Lang. 
Assoc, vol. IX, pp. 12-23. 

(K. McKenzie has just published a leaflet on 
'The Italian Universities and their Opportunities 
for Foreign Students,'' Rome, 1919, 16 pp., to 
effect a closer intellectual union between America 
and Italy.) 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 

106. Cerf, Barry — A Four Year Course in French for High 

Schools. High School Series, No. 18, July, 1918, 
U. of Wisconsin, Madison, 27 pp., 10c. 

Is similar to "A Four Years' Course in French 
(and Spanish) for Secondary Schools" by the U. 
of California, April, 1916, revised ed. C's manual 
likewise deals with the various phases of class- 
room procedure. Chapter II on Pronunciation is 
perhaps the weakest part of the booklet. An 
Outline of Courses with Material for Reference 
is included as a welcome addition to this useful 
Bulletin. 

107. Hill, Hinda Teague et al. — The Teaching of Modern Lan- 

guages in the High Schools. Bull, of the North 
Carolina State Normal and Agric. College, 
Greensboro, N. C, February, 1918. 54 pp. 

The Misses Christine R. Reincken, Vivian 
Hill, and Grace Riddle have collaborated in this 
Bulletin. It does not claim great originality but 
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is offered as a practical guide to the teachers of 
North Carolina, whom it will serve well. French 
is allotted pages 5-45, German: pp. 46-49, and 
Spanish: pp. 50-54. 

We beg leave to call the attention of teacher's 
of German to "Bibliographical Hints" by Samuel 
Kroesch, Whitman College, October, 1913, 16 pp. 

108. HiGHET, Mary E. — Conservation of the German Language as a 

War Measure. Elmira College, N. Y., 7 pp. 
(1918?) 

Breaks a lance for that study as a patriotic 
work to do. Cf. The Oberlin Alumni Magazine, 
March 1919, which has an admirable contribution 
by Florence G. Jenney. 

109. Butler Nicholas Murray — Annual Report of President 

Butler, Columbia University, N. Y., November 4, 
1918. 57 pp. 

Once more Modern Foreign Languages are dis- 
cussed, cf. pp. 25-27. See his 1914 Report in the 
reviewer's Direct Method in Mod. Lang., Scribners, 
N. Y., p. 137. Maintains that our branch of 
instruction should be 'radically reorganized and 
readjusted.' 

110. Fitz-Gerald, John D. — Importance of Spanish to the Amer- 

ican Citizen. Benj. H. Sanborn & Co., Boston, 
1918, 20 pp. 

An instructive leaflet with emphasis upon 
the historic and literary aspects. A companion 
booklet is How Latin America Affects our Daily 
Life by W. J. Danaix, Dec. 1917, 29 pp. Price 
25c, 51 Chambers St.', N. Y. The latter deals 
with the purely commercial side of the question. 

111. Inglis, Alexander — Principles of Secondary Education. 

Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1918. 714 pp. 
$2.75. 

Chapter XIII, pp. 447-80, is on 'The Place of 
Foreign Languages in the Program of Studies.' 
Aims and Methods are hardly touched upon, 
which seems queer in such a pretentious book, to 
say the least. The whole academic discussion 
centers around Values, which are classified as 
direct (specific) and indirect (general). We grant 
that, but what of it? No guidance is furnished 
the teachers for their work nor the educational 
authorities as to what foreign languages should 
be included in our curricula — if any, their 
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sequence, the goal to be reached, and how to 
attain it. The entire chapter that concerns us, 
is purely theoretical and abstract. 

112. WiLKiNS, Lawrence A. — Spanish in the High Schools. A 

Handbook of Methods, with Special Reference to the 
Junior High Schools. Benj. H. Sanborn & Co., 
1918, 265 pp. $1.25. 

The book will prove of especial value to the 
young instructor. There is no doubt of the need 
of such a book, which stands alone in its domain. 
The author has made good use of several papers 
previously read. It is well and interestingly 
composed, at times more so than at others. 

While aiming high, the author gives definite 
aids and devices to the inexperienced — and 
veteran — to perfect himself in his craft. The 16 
chapters present an overabundance of pedagogics 
while the last, XVII, with its valuable biblio- 
graphy (though not on methods) will prove an 
extra attraction. W's 'electic' method is, of 
course, a direct procedure with the direct prin- 
ciple as the Alpha and Omega. In our country, 
direct method means progressive (organized) 
eclecticism, cf. M. L. J., October, 1918, p. 22, 
No. 9. Nomina sunt odiosa, or better: names do 
not matter. 

The book should be in the hands of every 
ambitious Spanish student. 

(The reviewer desires to direct notice to 
Palmer's The Scientific Study and Teaching of 
Languages, for excellent didactic hints, cf. M. 
L. J., 3: 185-88, by Wm. A. Nitze, or Educ. Rev., 
March 1919, pp. 441-43, by C. A. K.) 

113. MtJNZiNGER, Karl F. — Phonetic German Reader. Scribners, 

N. Y., XXVII+18 pp. $.60. 

A sound introductory book with numerous 
illustrations. It is essentially based on Ballard- 
Krause's Short Stories for Oral German, Scribners. 
The orthographic-phonetic Word-List deserves 
special mention. 

114. Moreno-Lacalle, Julian. — Elements of Spanish Pronun- 

ciation. Scribners, N. Y., XXVI -i- 100 pp. 
$.75. 

The author has enlarged upon his monograph, 
No. 12. The work is extremely well illustrated. 
The experience of phoneticians in French and 
German has been skilfully utilized so as to make 
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it applicable to Castilian. The book can be 
unreservedly recommended as a safe and sane 
introduction to its field. A brief, useful biblio- 
graphy is included. 

115. NiTZE, William A. and Wilkins, Ernest H. — A Handbook 

of French Phonetics. Henry Holt & Co., N. Y., 
106 pp. $.40. 

Phonetically trustworthy and pedagogically 
sound. The symbols used are those of the 
Association phonetique Internationale as is also 
the case in 113, 114, 116, but not in 106. The 
advantage of this notation is obvious since not 
only international, but likewise national uniform- 
ity is highly desirable. 

The practical 'exercises' are by Clarence E. 
Parmenter, a colleague of the authors, and add 
to the value. 

116. Broussard, James F. — Elements of French Pronunciation, 

with Phonetic Drills and Transcriptions. Scrib- 
ners, N. Y., IX-|-96 pp. $.75 

A supplement to Ballard-Tilly's Phonetic 
French Reader, Scribners, 60c. The 'Suggestions 
for using the text' bring out clearly the purpose 
of the booklet and the means to attain the end 
in view, i.e., to lay correct foundations for a good 
French pronunciation. 

Conclusions 

1. The output of writings on methods (and phonetics) in the 
United States is still on the ascent. 1918 has brought forth 116 
treatises by 94 different authors compared with 92 papers by 77 
scribes in 1917. 

2. It is gratifying to note that women have published more 
than ever before in this field as 23 of the 94 contributors are 
women. 

3 As should be expected, teachers of Romance languages have 
taken the lead for the first time in our history. French has 22 
representatives and Spanish 16, total 38, while German can claim 
but 31 contributions. 

4. Strange to say, outsiders — which means non-Modern 
Language people — are represented by 25 men and women. This 
might be considered an auspicious omen, but is in truth a dan- 
gerous indication as several of tnem are psychologists or educators 
who seem to question the validity of our subject and its present 
prominent place in the scholastic curricula. We must clearly 
enunciate our claims and prove them. 
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5. Mated with this observation is another fact, viz., that 
modern languages are rapidly losing ground numerically and as to 
length of course. This is primarily due to the wholesale elimina- 
tion of German as the study of that tongue is frequently replaced 
by other branches of instruction, and not by another foreign lan- 
guage, modern or ancient. This real danger must be met by a 
united efiort of all foreign language teachers. 

6. Again, to The Modern Language Journal belongs the 
primacy of all existing periodicals, at least, quantitatively with 
28 monographs to its credit 

7. Secondary school teachers of modern languages have 
bestirred themselves strenuously with 30 of the 94 different writers 
in their camp. This is the highest percentage and seems to fore- 
shadow the greater r61e they are to play. 

8. The Monatshefte will appear no more as such. — The various 
small, sectional Bulletins have found it hard sledding in these 
critical days. We are sorry to see a number of them terminated 
or, at least, reduced to insignificance as, e.g., the spicy Bulletin of 
Wisconsin, of So. California, of High Points, of New York State, 
and of the Middle States and Maryland. We greet with pleasure, 
on the other hand, the appearance of the Philadelphia Bulletin 
and that of the Maison Franqaise of Columbia University. 

9. Phonetics in all modern languages has fortunately gained 
a firm footing. The publication of four excellent books, solely 
devoted to that purpose, is ample proof that a real demand for it 
had to be supplied. 

10. The past year has witnessed an energetic call for the in- 
troduction of the study of Italian in our educational system. The 
four leaders in this movement are Romance scholars of repute 
and energy. 

11. Last of all, problems of this nature must be more vigor- 
ously attacked and solved, if possible: 

a. Reorganization and readjustment of modern language 
instruction to effect closer co-ordination and correlation. 

b. Supervised Study and the Junior High School. 

c. Scientific experimentation and measurements of values, of 
ability, of types of learners, and of examinations for mode 
and scope of instruction. 

d. Standardization of vocabulary and of texts. 

e. Training for teaching, for business utility, and for foreign 
service. 

Note. — Attention is called to the Monthly Record of Current 
Educational Publications, Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Education, Washington. Address the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing OflSce, Washington, D. C. 5 cents 
per copy. 
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